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	Year 4 –  Identity, society and democracy
Democracy

	Learning intentions and outcomes
	Ideas for a lesson plan
	Suggested teaching resources

	LESSON ONE
Pupils learn about Britain as a democratic society
Pupils
· understand that Britain is a democratic society and what this means
· know that there are different political parties who differ in their views
· understand that people have opportunities to influence decisions by voting in elections

	· Pre-topic assessment activity: 
· Pupils write about what it means to live in a democracy
· Ground rules: Remind the pupils of ground rules for PSHE lessons.  Ensure they are understood and followed.
· Hook activity:  Pupils watch a section of a video about Parliament, democracy, the role of government and how laws are made (http://www.parliament.uk/education/teaching-resources-lesson-plans/introduction-to-parliament-ks2-video/) whole class
· Introductory activity: Pupils discuss the difference between a democracy and a dictatorship.  Pupils list the advantages and disadvantages of having one person making all the decisions (dictatorship) or a group of people having a say in how decisions are made (democracy). groups 
· Main activity:  Pupils are given roles as members of parliament (MPs) from different political parties or roles as the general public who will be given the opportunity to vote.  The pupils acting as MPs are given party manifestos to present.  Discuss how voting processes in a democracy work.  Pupils acting as the general public vote for the party they would most like to win (the MP and the political party). Pupils make up rules to ensure that voting is run fairly and voting protocol is followed.  For example: Everyone should have an opportunity to vote, voting is compulsory or people have a right to choose not to vote.  Pupils vote on an imaginary issue or topic and use the voting rules.  Pupils discuss how it felt to vote or not vote and why.  whole class
· Closing activity: Pupils discuss how people are chosen for particular roles, using class monitors as an example.  When choosing someone for a particular role, what do you look for?  Pupils make a list of qualities needed for good leaders or representatives. groups
	
· Democracy,  KS2 lesson, Go Givers www.gogivers.org 

· Video about Parliament, democracy, the role of government and how laws are made www.parliament.uk/education/teaching-resources-lesson-plans/introduction-to-parliament-ks2-video/

· Citizenship lesson plans - Animal Parliament, My Society / Citizenship Foundation www.mysociety.org/lesson-plans/ 

Range of teaching resources about Parliament www.parliament.uk/education/teaching-resources-lesson-plans?cat=ks2,citizenship 

	LESSON TWO
Pupils learn about how laws are made
Pupils
· know how laws are made and the importance of following them
· understand the contribution and influence that individuals and organisations can have on social and environmental change
· recognise that laws help to keep people safe
	· Ground rules: Remind the pupils of ground rules for PSHE lessons.  Ensure they are understood and followed.
· Hook activity:  Pupils think of different laws in society (This might include laws around fireworks, owning animals, traffic)
· Introductory activity: Pupils are given a local or national issue, such as inner city pollution.  Pupils discuss what they know, think or feel about the issue and what they think could be done to improve or solve the issue.  whole class 
· Main activity: Pupils word-storm how they think people can influence laws surrounding the issue being discussed.  For example: different forms of protest, such as demonstrations, strikes, petitions or boycotts; writing to MPs; joining a campaign group or charity.  Which do they think might be most effective at making change? groups 
· Closing activity: Pupils discuss why laws are important. What would society be like if there were no laws? pairs
	
· Pollution: cleaning up our air, KS2 lesson, Go Givers www.gogivers.org 


	LESSON THREE
Pupils learn about the local council
Pupils
· understand that the local council organises services under the guidance of the central government 
· recognise there are limited resources for the needs of the community
· know that people may have different views about how council money should be spent
	· Ground rules: Remind the pupils of ground rules for PSHE lessons.  Ensure they are understood and followed.
· Hook activity: Show the pupils an article or leaflets that explain how the local council supports the community. whole class
· Introductory activity: Pupils discuss the role of local government and consider the range of services that the council provide.  For example: schools / education, housing, health, welfare payments, transport, environment.  pairs
· Main activity:  Explain there is a limited amount of money that can be spent.  Pupils are given cards with each of the service on.   Pupils discuss each service and decide which they would choose to spend the most money on, considering the local area where they live justifying their ideas and agreeing why.  Pupils rank the cards.   groups 
· Closing activity: Groups share their views and see if they all agree. Discuss how people have different views on how resources should be spent and that they can influence this by voting for different political parties.  groups
· Post-topic assessment activities:
· Pupils add to/amend their writing about what it means to live in a democracy
· Pupils complete the self-reflection sheet – Democracy
	· Why do we pay taxes? KS2 lesson, Go Givers www.gogivers.org 

· The benefits system, KS2 lesson, Go Givers www.gogivers.org 

	Children’s literature to support the topic
	Help, advice and support

	· The day gogo went to vote, Elinor Batezat Sisulu
· Rosa, Nikki Giovanni
	· Saving Finnegan, Sally Grindley
· The magic paintbrush, Julia Donaldson
· The journey home, Frann Preston-Gannon
	· Pupils should be encouraged to talk to someone who helps keep them safe, such as their parent, teacher or other adult they trust
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